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MR.  JONES,  of  Bait.,  Chairman, 
REPORT 


COMMITTEE 


COLORED    POPULATION 


By  the  House  of  Dklegates, 
March  21  si  1S35. 
Read  Ihe  first  and  second  time  by  special  order,  and  as!<cnted  to. 

By  order,  G.  G.  BREWER,  Clerk. 


The  Committee  on  the  Colc-ed  Population  liavehad  under 
considfration  the  several  matters  hereinafter  referred  to,  and 
respectful])'  submit  ihe  loUowing 

REPORT,- 

The  order  instructing  them  to  "enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  so  modifying  the  law  regulating  the  ap[)iopii;ition 
to  the  Colonization  Society,  as  to  make  il  obligatory  upon 
the  managers  to  expend  the  annual  appropriation  of 
$20,000  on  the  part  of  this  State,  exclusively  towards  the 
removal  ol  that  part  of  the  colored  population  of  this  State, 
who  were  free  antecedent  to  the  passage  of  the  law  c-ranting 
said  appropriation,"  has  claimed  and  received  their  nio:^l 
serious  deliberation,  and  they  arc  of  opinion,  (hat  the  adojo- 


tion  of  such  a  measure  wobIc!  be  unwise  and  Impolitic,  and 
more  likely  to  perpetuate  and  increase  the  evils  of  slavery, 
than  if  the  Colonization  Society  were  left,  as  they  are  by 
the  law  of  1831,  to  the  selection  of  colored  persons  to  be 
colonized,  indifferently  from  those  who  were  free  at  the 
time  of  the  passac^e  of  that  lav/,  or  those  who  may  have  be- 
come so,  since  (hat  law  was  enacted. 

Thc-y  have  \i\so  maturely  consitlered  the  order  instructing 
«hem  to  "inquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  an  act 
passed  at  December  session,  1831,  chapter  281."  ,The  state 
pystem  of  Colonization  adopted  by  that  act,  has,  so  far,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  coraraiUec,  been  eniirely  successful,  and 
by  its  beneficial  operation  made  manifest  the  wisdom  of 
thoj^e  who  conceived  it.  The  opera'ions  of  the  Coloniza- 
tioii  Society,  as  detailed  in  the  report  of  Ihf^  board  of  raana- 
gersjheieio  annexed,  fully  sustain  this  opinion;  and  the  pre- 
sent situation  and  plans  of  Uiat  society,  viewed  in  connec- 
tion with  the  condition  of  our  free  colored  population,  un- 
doubtedly warrant  them  in  saying,  that  the  repeal  of  the  act 
of  1831,  chapter  281,  would  be  productive  of  much  evil, 
even  though  we  should  not  consider  the  great  advantages  to 
the  State  that  must  result  from  tlie  removal  of  any  large 
number  of  that  portion  of  our  population  to  Africa,  which 
can  only  take  place  by  carrying  out  iuUy  the  plans  of  the 
society,  and  as  necessary  thereto,  continuing  iniorce  the  act 
referred  to. 

Their  views  are  more  fully  and  forcibly  set  forth  in  the 
accompanying  documents,  and  to  which  the  committee  ask 
the  attention  of  the  House,  and  hope  they  will  receive  that 
deliberate  consideration  the  j^importance  ct  the  subject  to 
which  they  refer,  demands. 

The  leave  that  was  referred  to  them,  for  reporting  a  bill, 
repealing  the  above  referred  to  act,  so  far  as  ii  relates  to 
St.  Mary's  county,  they  are  of  opinion  should  not  be 
granted. 

The  committee  therefore  report  unfavorably  on  these  se- 
veral proposition?,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  their  fur- 
ther consideration. 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  by  the  committee  to  enter  in- 
to any  further  explanation  of  the  system  of  Colonization  that 
has  been  adopted,  and  is  now  being  successfully  prosecuted 
by  the  Maryland  State  Colonization  Society,  than  is  con 
tained  'n  the  report  of  the  Mawagcrs.  The  perusal  of  tha 
report  will  evince  all  of  the  advantages  of  that  system,  ovei 
ell  others  now  in  operation,  and   must  confirm  them  in  the 
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opinion  of  the  practicability  of  colouizing  the  colored  pop- 
ulation of  this  country,  in  Africa. 

The  committee  feel  that  they  cannot  bestow  too  much 
praise  on  that  Society,  for  the  great  ability  with  which  it 
has  conducted  its  affairs;  nor  can  they  permit  the  opportuni- 
ty to  pass  without  bearing;  witness  to  the  pure  and  philan- 
thropic spirit  which  has  actuated  and  governed  its  members. 
They  have  voluntarily  assumed  a  duty  involving  high  moral 
responsibilities,  the  discharge  of  which  often  exposes  them 
to  unjust  and  unmerited  censure,  without  bringing  them  any 
pecuniary  reward,  and  the  end  and  design  of  whose  efforts 
are  to  benefit  "the  people  ol  the  State,  and  through  their  ex- 
ample, our  whole  country."  They  look  for  their  only  re- 
ward in  the  good  they  do,  and  the  generation  that  shall  suc- 
ceed thsse  who  are  now  passing  away,  will  have  abundant 
cause  to  rejoice  in  the  success  of  their  philanthropic  ef- 
forts. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

JOSHUA  JONES,  Chairman. 


